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JUNE 21, 2023
TO: Members of the General Assembly
CC: Honorable Governor Josh Shapiro, Honorable Secretary of Education Dr. Khalid
Mumin
FROM: Jerry T. Jordan, President
RE: Opposition to SB795 and All Voucher Expansion

OPPOSITION: Voucher Expansion (SB795 ‘Lifeline Scholarships’ or any form of
vouchers)

PFT remains steadfastly opposed to ANY legislation that expands vouchers in any form.

● Voucher programs in any form fly in the face of the constitutional and moral
obligation to provide a thorough and efficient system of public education to all
of our children.

● Instead of looking for ways to truly fund public education so that our students
can receive the resources they so richly deserve (and to which they are
constitutionally entitled), the legislature is once again considering legislation
aimed at privatizing and profiting from public education.

● Vouchers lack accountability, and have long track records of discrimination. This
is true across the nation, and it is certainly true in Pennsylvania.

Public funds should go to public schools. Pennsylvania has a long history of
disinvestment in its public schools. In the wake of the landmark school funding lawsuit
telling us what we have known for decades–that the way public education is funded in
our Commonwealth is unconstitutional, it is particularly egregious that a bill that would
siphon millions of dollars from public schools is even under consideration.

In fact, the majority of voucher funds are utilized for tuition for students who already
would go to private schools. Further, half of voucher funds go to families earning more
than $200,000 annually.

https://krc-pbpc.org/research_publication/still-no-accountability-with-taxpayer-funded-vouchers-for-private-and-religious-school-tuition-3/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/582f7c15f7e0ab3a3c7fb141/t/63d162c3ae7bc31595b41397/1674666706305/2023+-+NCPE+Voucher+Toolkit+FINAL.pdf
https://www.k12dive.com/news/Reports-critical-of-school-vouchers/644932/
https://www.k12dive.com/news/Reports-critical-of-school-vouchers/644932/
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All the recent academic research on large scale voucher programs show they harm
student achievement. That’s true in Louisiana, in Indiana, in Ohio and in the District of
Columbia. One recent review of that research found that the negative effects were
similar to the effects of disasters like Hurricane Katrina and Covid 19. Just some of that
research is linked here.

We should use every dollar to pay for the things we know students, parents and
communities need: smaller classes, better and safer facilities, and a host of issues we
have outlined in our legislative platform (pft.org/platform2023). Even with substantial
public school funding increases, we have years of austerity to make up for; vouchers
are the wrong priority.

https://pfps.org/assets/uploads/SPLC_ELC_PFPS_2023Report_Final.pdf
https://www.pft.org/platform2023

